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St. Joseph’s Healthcare System 

Founded in 1867 by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth 
 

Today, St. Joseph’s Healthcare System (SJHS) operates St. Joseph’s Regional Medical 

Center and St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital in Paterson and St. Joseph’s Wayne 

Hospital, a division of the Regional Medical Center located in Wayne, NJ. 
 

With a “patients first” approach to health care excellence, St. Joseph’s is fully committed to 

providing top quality services designed to heal the minds, bodies and spirits of all those in 

need.  
 

 

As a Level II Trauma Center, a Level III Neonatal Intensive Care, with 651 beds and 5,100 

employees, St. Joseph’s is the largest employer in Passaic County and the health care 

provider of choice in the region.  

 
 

At St. Joseph’s, healing is our passion. 
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Number of Frequent Asthma Patients   

2013  

91 

34 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

Adults  Pediatrics 

91 34 

Adults  Pediatrics 

4 



Adult Ethnicity   

46% 

44% 

7% 
3% Percent  

Black/African American 

White Hispanic  

White  

Muslim  
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Pediatric Ethnicity 

38% 

56% 

3% 3% 

Black/African American 

White Hispanic  

White  

Muslim  
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St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center 

Observations 
  

 St Joseph’s Day Care Outreach 

Program-day care teachers were 

administering  bronchodilator medication 

with the blow-by method to young children 

 

 Pediatrics had an asthma protocol 

 

 

 The need to have visual  asthma 

education  that is easily available 

 

 

 

 

Implementations 
  

 Changed the RT department current 

practice based on AARC Clinical Practice 

Guideline 2012 ( Ari, A and Restrepo, RD.  Aerosol 

Delivery Device Selection for Spontaneously Breathing 

Patients: 2012. Respir Care. April 2012; 57(4):  613-626). 

 

 An adult bronchodilator was developed, 

approved, and was implemented on August 

4th.  

 

 An educational channel that views asthma 

videos 24 hours in English and in Spanish 

that is viewed on all inpatients’ televisions 
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St. Joseph’s Project Achievements 
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St Joseph’s Project Achievements 

Certified Asthma Educators (AE-C) 

 4 Respiratory Therapists 

 1 Registered Nurse 

 1 Advance Nurse Practitioner 

2 Pharmacists 

Asthma Staff Education Classes 

 3 hour classes-offered twice daily 

 January-May 2014 

 Approximately 278 staff employees  

Outreach Programs 

 Certified Asthma Educators held 4 outreach program in our 

community  

 About 350 adults and children were educated about  asthma self-

management.  
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Learning Collaborative Monthly 

Survey 
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Learning Collaborative Monthly 

Survey 
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Learning Collaborative Monthly 

Survey 



Present Challenges 

Outpatient Satisfaction Surveys (Clinics) 
oSelf-return envelope 

oSurveys are in paper form.  Available in English 

and in Spanish 

oCurrent response rate very low 

Hybrid Hospital Patient’s Charts 
oHybrid Hospital Patient’s Charts 

oHospital in process of converting to EMR 

oClinic patients are paper only 

 
13 



Present and Future Challenges 
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59% 

30% 

12% 

Smoking 

Drug Abuse  

Mental Health Disorders 



This Observation is Our Challenge 
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Next Steps 

Pilot start date September 8th 

Smoking certified treatment Specialist 

Training 

Smoking Cessation Program 

16 



 

17 


